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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing o f Plftinw 

1 . (Currently Amended) A theft prevention system for protecting a portable electronic 
device, comprising: 

an acceleration sensor, an audio output device, and a controller operatively connected 
with the acceleration sensor and the audio output device, the acceleration sensor, the audio 
output, and the controller each being proximate to the portable electronic device, the theft 
prevention system being configured to: 

display a graphical user interface for a user of the portable electronic device to initiate the 
theft prevention system or to set one or more parameters to be used by the theft prevention 
system in detecting a theft condition; 

sense an acceleration of the portable electronic device by the acceleration sensor, the 
acceleration sensor producing an acceleration signal; 

examine characteristics of the acceleration signal to detect whether a theft condition is 
present; and 

initiate, by the controller, the production of an alarm signal using the audio output device 
when it is detected that a theft condition is present^ 

wherein the graphical u r&t fat Arface jg confi gured to: 
display a theft detection menm and 

when the theft detection syst em is not active, receive a user input selection in the 
theft detection menu for activating the theft detection system: 

when the theft detection system is active, receive a user input selection in the theft 
detection me nu for deact ivating th e theft detection system . 
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2. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the controller further 
comprises a frequency filter electrically connected to the acceleration sensor, the frequency filter 
being a low-pass filter configured to attenuate frequencies of the acceleration signal 
characteristic of an impact upon the portable electronic device, so as to detect frequencies of the 
acceleration signal characteristic of movement of the portable electronic device. 

3. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 2 wherein the controller is further 
configured to initiate the production of the alarm signal upon detecting the frequencies of the 
acceleration signal characteristic of movement of the device. 

4. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the portable electronic device 
further includes a microprocessor operatively connected with the controller and the audio output, 
the controller configured to transmit to the microprocessor a theft detection signal in response to 
receiving the acceleration signal, the microprocessor configured to engage the audio output to 
produce the alarm signal in response to receipt of the theft detection signal. 

5. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the microprocessor is 
configured to enter a sleep mode so as to conserve electric power, and wherein the theft detection 
signal directs the microprocessor to awaken from the sleep mode so as to engage the audio 
output to produce the alarm signal, 

6. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 1 wherein the portable electronic device 
further comprises a visual output device operatively connected with the controller, the controller 
further configured to initiate the broadcast of a visual alarm message from the visual output 
device upon receiving the acceleration signal. 
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7. (Original) The theft prevention system of claim 6 wherein the controller is further 
configured to display a visual warning on the visual output device, the visual warning a warning 
against theft of the portable electronic device. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A portable electronic device having a system for protecting against 
theft, comprising: 

a housing of the portable electronic device; 

an acceleration sensor proximate to the housing and configured to detect an acceleration 
of the portable electronic device and produce an acceleration signal; 

circuitry configured to examine characteristics of the acceleration signal to detect 
whether a theft condition is present; 

an output device; and 

a controller configured to display a graphical user interface for a user of the portable 
electronic device to initiate the theft prevention system or to set one or more parameters to be 
used by the theft prevention system in detecting a theft condition, and to initiate the output of an 
alarm using the output device when it is detected that a theft condition is present^ 

wherein the graphical user interface is config ured to: 
display a theft detection menu: and 

when the theft detection system is not active, receive a user input selection in the 
theft detection menu fhr activating the theft detection system; 

when the the ft_detection system is active, receive a user input selection in the theft 
detection menu for deactivRtinfl tn* tn»ft r htectinn sy stem. 
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1 0. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the controller further 
comprises a frequency filter electrically connected to the acceleration sensor, the frequency filter 
a low-pass filter configured to attenuate frequencies of the acceleration characteristic of an 
impact upon the portable electronic device, and to pass frequencies of the acceleration 
characteristic of movement of the portable electronic device so as to detect theft of the portable 
electronic device. 

1 1 . (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 1 0 wherein the controller is further 
configured to initiate the output of the alarm upon detecting the frequencies of the acceleration 
characteristic of movement of the device. 

12. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 further including a microprocessor 
electrically connected to the controller and the output device, the controller configured to 
transmit to the microprocessor a theft detection signal in response to detection of the acceleration 
by the acceleration sensor, the microprocessor configured to engage the output device to output 
the alarm in response to receipt of the theft detection signal. 

1 3 . (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the microprocessor is 
configured to enter a sleep mode so as to conserve electric power, and wherein the theft detection 
signal directs the microprocessor to awaken from the sleep mode so as to engage the output 
device to output the alarm. 

14. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the output device is an 
audio output device proximate to the housing and operatively connected with the controller, the 
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controller further configured to initiate the output of an audible alarm message from the audio 
output device upon detection of the acceleration by the acceleration sensor, 

1 5. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the output device is a visual 
output device proximate to the housing and operatively connected with the controller, the 
controller further configured to initiate the output of a visual alarm message from the visual 
ouiput device upon detection of the acceleration by the acceleration sensor. 

16. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 15 wherein the controller is further 
configured to display a visual warning on the visual output device, the visual warning a warning 
against theft of the portable electronic device. 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Original) The portable electronic device of claim 9 further including a microprocessor 
operatively connected with the acceleration sensor and the output device, wherein the 
microprocessor includes the controller. 

1 9- (Currently Amended) A method of protecting a portable electronic device against theft, 
comprising: 

displaying a graphical user interface for a user of the portable electronic device to initiate 
the theft prevention system or to set one or more parameters to be used by the theft prevention 
system in detecting a theft condition , wherein the graphical user interface is configured to: 
display a theft detection menu: and 
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when the theft detection system is not active , receive a user input selection in the 
theft detection menu for a ctivating the theft detection system; 

when the theft detection system is active, receive a user input selection in the theft 
detection menu for deactivati ng the theft detection system: 
monitoring the portable electronic device so as to generate an acceleration signal 
corresponding to an acceleration of the portable electronic device, the acceleration signal having 
frequency characteristics of movement of the portable electronic device; 

filtering the acceleration signal so as to isolate the frequencies characteristic of movement 
of the device; 

comparing the acceleration signal to an empirically determined frequency profile 
corresponding to a theft condition so as to determine a metric measuring a correspondence 
between the frequency profile and the frequency characteristics of movement of the device; and 

generating an alarm when the metric indicates that a theft condition is present 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the generating further comprises generating 
an audible alarm. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the generating further comprises generating a 
visual alarm. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising displaying a visual warning 
against theft of the portable electronic device. 

23. (Canceled) 
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24. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising updating the frequency profile 
from time to time. 

25-34. (Canceled) 

35. (Currently Amended) The theft prevention system of claim 1 34, wherein the user is 
required to provide a password in the theft detection menu for activating and deactivating the 
theft detection system. 

36. (Previously Presented) The theft prevention system of claim 1 34, wherein the theft 
detection menu includes user-modifiable settings relating to one or more of: initiation of a theft 
detection mode, whether an audible alarm and/or a visual alarm is to be utilized when a theft 
condition is present, a maximum alarm volume, whether a warning message is to be displayed, a 
sensitivity of the theft detection mode, a ramp-up time to a specified maximum volume, and a 
password for disabling the theft detection mode. 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Currently Amended) The portable electronic device of claim 9 wherein the user is 
required to provide a password in the theft detection menu for activating and deactivating the 
theft detection system. 

39. (Currently Amended) The portable electronic device of claim 9 37, wherein the theft 
detection menu includes user-modifiable settings relating to one or more of: initiation of a theft 
detection mode, whether an audible alarm and/or a visual alarm is to be utilized when a theft 
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condition is present, a maximum alarm volume, whether a warning message is to be displayed, a 
sensitivity of the theft detection mode, a ramp-up time to a specified maximum volume, and a 
password for disabling the theft detection mode. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 4Q, wherein receiving a user input 
selection in the theft detection menu for activating and deactivating the theft detection system 
includes providing a password. 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 40, wherein the theft detection menu 
includes user-modifiable settings relating to one or more of: initiation of a theft detection mode, 
whether an audible alarm and/or a visual alarm is to be utilized when a theft condition is present, 
a maximum alarm volume, whether a warning message is to be displayed, a sensitivity of the 
theft detection mode, a ramp-up time to a specified maximum volume, and a password for 
disabling the theft detection mode. 

43 . (Currently Amended) A theft prevention system for protecting a portable electronic 
device, comprising: 

an acceleration sensor, an audio output device, and a controller operatively connected 
with the acceleration sensor and the audio output device, the acceleration sensor, the audio 
output, and the controller each being proximate to the portable electronic device, the theft 
prevention system being configured to: 
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display a graphical user interface for a user of the portable electronic device to initiate the 
theft prevention system or to set one or more parameters to be used by the theft prevention 
system in detecting a theft conditio n, wherein the graphical user interface is configured to: 
display a theft detection menu; and 

-when the theft detection syste m is not active, receive a user innut selection in the 
theft detection menu for ar*iv*Hng the theft detection system; 

when the theft de tection system is active, receive a user input selection in the theft 
detection menu for deac tivating the theft detection system: 

sense an acceleration of the portable electronic device by the acceleration sensor, the 
acceleration sensor producing an acceleration signal; 

examine characteristics of the acceleration signal to detect whether a theft condition is 
present; and 

initiate, by the controller, the production of an internal theft signal when it is detected that 
a theft condition is present 

44. (Previously Presented) The theft prevention system of claim 43 wherein the controller 
further comprises a frequency filter electrically connected to the acceleration sensor, the 
frequency filter being a low-pass filter configured to attenuate frequencies of the acceleration 
signal characteristic of an impact upon the portable electronic device, so as to detect frequencies 
of the acceleration signal characteristic of movement of the portable electronic device. 

i 

45. (Previously Presented) The theft prevention system of claim 43 wherein the portable 
electronic device further comprises a visual output device opeiatively connected with the 
controller, the controller further configured to initiate the broadcast of a visual alarm message 
from the visual output device upon receiving the acceleration signal. 
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46. (Previously Presented) The theft prevention system of claim 45 wherein the controller is 
further configured to display a visual warning on the visual output device, the visual warning a 
warning against theft of the portable electronic device. 
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